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St John’s 

Evangelical Lutheran Church & School 
520 W Chestnut St, Lake City, MN  55041 

651-345-3523 (church)      651-345-4092 (school) 

www.StJohnsLakeCity.com 

office@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

 

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
27 September 2020      8:00 and 10:30 A.M. 

 

Welcome!   We are happy you chose to spend this time here 

today.  We are a Christ-centered fellowship of believers from 

many backgrounds and from all ages.  We want to make a 

difference in our world by sharing the message of God’s love 

with as many people as possible. 

   We love to have Children with us in the pews for worship.  

We love babies in worship too because our Savior said, “Let the 

little children come to me.”  When babies need to cry loudly, the 

Parent’s Room (just outside our worship area) is a good place 

for them to let it all out.  Then come back so we can all worship 

together. 

   If your hearing aids have T-Coils, set them to “on” and the 

service will be piped wirelessly to your ears. 

   We think it is wonderful when people want to receive Holy 

Communion, and we long for the day when all believers will be 

able to commune together.  Until then, we intend to follow the 

loving and Biblical teaching that those who commune together are 

to have expressed their unity in faith beforehand.  We are eager to 

explain all our teachings so people can compare them with the 

Bible and, if there is agreement, commune with us after that time. 

   We would love to stay in contact with you.  You may find a 

ministry card on the pew in front of you and fill it out.  God 

bless your week.  Come hear God’s Word with us again! 
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Pre-Worship Pondering —Isaac Watts 

To Christ, my Substitute, will I commit my cause; 
He answers and fulfills His Father’s broken laws. 

Behold my soul at freedom set— 
My Jesus paid the dreadful debt! 

 

The “Common” Service 

 
Worship Theme God’s Forgiveness Empowers Us to Forgive 

 
Hymn #234 

1. Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, 

the King of creation! O my soul, praise Him, 

for He is your health and salvation!  Let all who hear 

now to His temple draw near, joining in glad adoration! 
 

2. Praise to the Lord, who o’er  

all things is wondrously reigning and, as on wings of an eagle, 

uplifting, sustaining.  Have you not seen 

all that is needful has been sent by His gracious ordaining? 

 
Invocation 
Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 
Confession and Absolution 
P: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess 

our sins to God our Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature 

sinful, and that I have disobeyed You in my thoughts, words, 

and actions.  I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
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good.  For this I deserve Your punishment both now and in 

eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 
Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
 
P: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His 

only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive You all Your sins in 

the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

C (sings): Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, 

goodwill toward men.  We praise You, we bless You, we 

worship You, we glorify You, we give thanks to You, for 

Your great glory, O Lord God, heavenly King, God the 

Father Almighty.  O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus 

Christ; Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, You 

take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  You 

take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer.  You sit 

at the right hand of God the Father; have mercy on us.  For 

You only are holy; You only are the Lord.  You only, O 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, are most high in the glory of 

God the Father.  Amen. 
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      P:  The Lord be with you.    

 
 

Prayer of the Day 
P: Lord, we pray that Your mercy and grace may always go before us 

and follow after us, so that, even when we lapse into the foolishness 

of not forgiving those who sin against us, You might lead us to 

repent by displaying toward us the patient mercy for which You are 

joyfully known throughout the world, where You are also wor-

shipped as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
 

Epistle Lesson Ephesians 4:29—5:2 
29Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, 

but only what is helpful for building others up according to 

their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30And do not 

grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for 

the day of redemption. 31Get rid of all bitterness, rage and 

anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 
32Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each 

other, just as in Christ God forgave you.   5:1Be imitators of 

God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2and live a life of 

love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a 

fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

P:   You have heard the Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God! 
 

Verse of the Day Psalm 65:3-4a 
P:  Alleluia!  Praise the Lord!  When we were overwhelmed by sins, You 

forgave our transgressions.  Blessed are those You choose and bring 

near to live in Your courts!  Alleluia! 
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Gospel Matthew 18:21-35 

P: The Holy Gospel for today is from Matthew 18. 

 
21Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times 

shall I forgive my brother when he sins against me?  Up to 

seven times?”  22Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven times, 

but 77 times. 23Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king 

who wanted to settle accounts with his servants. 24As he began 

the settlement, a man who owed him 10,000 talents was 

brought to him. 25Since he was not able to pay, the master 

ordered that he and his wife and his children and all that he 

had be sold to repay the debt. 26The servant fell on his knees 

before him. ‘Be patient with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay 

back everything.’ 27The servant’s master took pity on him, 

canceled the debt and let him go. 28But when that servant went 

out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a 

hundred denarii.  He grabbed him and began to choke him. 

‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. 29His fellow 

servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be patient with me, 

and I will pay you back.’ 30But he refused.  Instead, he went 

off and had the man thrown into prison until he could pay the 

debt. 31When the other servants saw what had happened, they 

were greatly distressed and went and told their master 

everything that had happened. 32Then the master called the 

servant in.  ‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that 

debt of yours because you begged me to. 33Shouldn’t you have 

had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34In 
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anger his master turned him over to the jailers to be tortured, 

until he should pay back all he owed. 35This is how my 

heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your 

brother from your heart.” 

P:  You have heard the Gospel of the Lord. 

 
 

Nicene Creed   

   We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is,     seen and unseen. 

     We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

being with the Father.  Through Him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation, He came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became 

fully human.  For our sake He was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate.  He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day He 

rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

His kingdom will have no end. 

     We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with 

the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
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Hymn of the Day #493 

1. “Forgive our sins as we forgive,” 

You taught us, Lord, to pray, 

but You alone can grant us grace to live the words we say. 
 

2. How can Your pardon reach and bless the unforgiving heart 

that broods on wrongs and will not let old bitterness depart? 
 

3. In blazing light Your cross reveals the truth we dimly knew: 

what trivial debts are owed to us; how great our debt to You! 
 

4. Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls 

and bid resentment cease; 

then, bound to all in bonds of love 

our lives will spread Your peace. 

 
Sermon Genesis 50:15-21 

When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, 

“What if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for 

all the wrongs we did to him?” 16So they sent word to Joseph, 

saying, “Your father left these instructions before he died: 
17‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive 
your brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating 

you so badly.’  Now please forgive the sins of the servants of the 

God of your father.”  When their message came to him, Joseph 

wept. 18His brothers then came and threw themselves down 

before him.  “We are your slaves,” they said. 19But Joseph said 

to them, “Don’t be afraid.  Am I in the place of God? 20You 

intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 

accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. 
21So then, don’t be afraid.  I will provide for you and your 

children.”  And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 

Forgive as God Forgives 
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Create in Me 

 
 

Prayers of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

Hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come,  

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread,  

And forgive us our trespasses  as we forgive those who trespass 

against us,  

And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.   

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 
A note about Holy Communion to all communicants: Members of 

our sister churches in the WELS & ELS are welcome to participate 

with members of St. John’s.  At the appropriate time the pastor will 

direct you to peel off the cover from the “bottom” of the plastic 
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chalice to reveal the bread.  Hold up your plastic chalice so the pastor 

can see when everyone is ready.  Then he’ll say Jesus’ words of 

institution for the bread, and we’ll all eat at the same time.  Then peel 

off the cover from the wine and hold up your plastic chalice.   The 

pastor will say Jesus’ words of institution for the wine, and we’ll all 

drink at the same time.  After the benediction someone will come 

around to pick up the material for disposal. 

 

Service of the Sacrament 
 

Preface 

P: The Lord be with you.   C (sings): And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.       C:  We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 
P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 

give You thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three 

come together in His name, there He is with them to shepherd His flock till 

He comes again in glory.   Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts 

of heaven, we praise Your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 
Holy, Holy, Holy (Sanctus) 

C (sings): Holy,  holy,  holy Lord God of heavenly hosts: 

heav’n and earth are full of Your glory!    

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest!    

Blessed is He, blessed is He,  

blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!   

Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the highest! 

 
Jesus’ Words of Institution  and  Distribution 

 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.     C (sings): Amen. 
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O Christ, Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)  

C (sings): O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world.  Have mercy on us. 

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world.  Have mercy on us. 

O Christ, Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the 

world.  Grant us Your peace.  Amen. 

 

Song of Simeon (Nunc Dimittis)  

C (sings): Lord, now You let Your servant    

depart in peace according to Your Word,    

for my eyes have seen Your salvation,  

which You have prepared before the face of all people,  

a Light to lighten the Gentiles  

and the Glory of Your people Israel. 

 
Thanksgiving and Prayer 

P: O give thanks to the Lord, for He is good. 

C (sings): and His mercy endures forever. 

P: O God the Father, You are the Fount and Source of every good 

thing, and You have been generous with us in the things of this life.  

Yet what we needed even more than things was a Savior from sin.  

So, in Your loving kindness, You sent Your one and only Son into the 

flesh.  We thank You that for Jesus’ sake You have given us pardon 

and peace in Your Word and now once again in this Sacrament.  

And we ask You not to forsake us, Your children, but evermore to 

rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit.  Then, with You in 

charge of us, we will be able to serve You constantly, through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
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Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make His face shine on 

you and be gracious to you.  The Lord look on you with His favor 

and grant you His  peace. 

 
 
Hymn LAPPY p. 154* 

1. When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 

when sorrows like sea billows roll—whatever my lot, 

Thou hast taught me to say: It is well, it is well with my soul. 

It is well   with my soul.  It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

2.  My sin—oh, the joy of this glorious thought— 

my sin, not in part, but the whole, is nailed to the cross, 

and I bear it no more: Praise the Lord, 

praise the Lord, O my soul! 

It is well with my soul. It is well, it is well with my soul. 
 

3.  And Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, 

the clouds be rolled back as a scroll; the trump shall resound 

and the Lord shall descend.  Even so, it is well with my soul. 

It is well with my soul.  It is well, it is well with my soul. 

 
Memory Verse for the Month Colossians 3:15 

Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as 

members of one body you were called to peace.  And be 

thankful. 

 

Acknowledgements 
Scripture taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION.  Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984 International Bible Society.  Used by permission of Zondervan Bible Publishers. 

Material reprinted from CW: Common Service by permission of Northwestern Publishing House 

because this congregation has purchased enough copies of CW. 



Page 12 

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” from CW#234.  Words by Joachem Neander., in the public 

domain. 

“Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive” from CW#493.  Words by Rosamond E. Herklots, © 1905-87, 

used by permission of Oxford University Press.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A710356. 

“It Is Well with My Soul” from LAPPY p154.  Words by Horatio G. Spafford. © 1941 Concordia 

Publishing House.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A710356. 

 
SERVING THE LORD AND US 

September 27, 2020 
 

Preacher: Pastor Nathan Cordes   651-448-3559    KnowJesusBetter@StJohnsLakeCity.com 

Organist: Dianne Wolff        
Audiovisual Techs: Chris Fischer, Kristi Gross 
Flower Committee for September:  Lois Brinkman and Cheryl Glander 
Our LES Teachers:  
 Mr. David Zabel, Principal, Gr. 6-8  Miss Katie Siverly, Gr. PK 
 Miss Allison Hofland, Gr. K Mrs. Jamie Fischer, Gr. PK 
 Mrs. Erin Achey, Gr. 1-2 Miss Molly Ring, Gr. 3-5 
 

 

Some of the Ways We Responded to Jesus’ Love 

Sunday Morning In-Person Worship Attendance–  
69 and 33 plus all who watch the worship video 
Memorials: Elain Kohrs; General Memorial $20 

Irene Bremer; General Memorial $25 and JoAnn Lenard; Cemetery $20 

We thank the Lord for moving us to give generously for the spread of God’s Word! 
Monthly financial reports are available on the information desk 

or by email or U.S. Mail. 

 

WE LOVE MISSION WORK   because sharing the good news 
about Jesus is the main reason why we’re still here.  St. John’s has 
helped to plant and foster many mission churches through our 
mission offerings.  It’s uplifting to remember our purpose.  It’s 
great to recharge for outreach right here in Lake City by reading 
what our missionaries are posting to our WELS mission blogs at: 
https://wels.net/news-media/blogs/missions-blogs/. 
 

https://wels.net/news-media/blogs/missions-blogs/
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BIRTHDAYS this week are; Mya Lynch, Sue Thorson, Rachel 
Balow, Deb West, Marvin Peters, Delaine Klein, Donna Kronebusch, 
Howard Fischer, Gene Moyer, Gloria Pflughoeft, Nancy Steffenhagen, 
Pat Schumacher and Heidi Stechmann.  Please send corrections and 
additions to the office Monday - Friday, 8 am - 3 pm at 345-3523 or 
email office@stjohnslakecity.com. 
 

Opportunities for Learning and Spending Time Together Virtually 
September 27, 2020 – October 4, 2020 

Sunday – Last Sunday Offering 
  8:00 AM   Worship with masks and 

Communion  
  8:00 AM   Live-stream of our 

service on YouTube 
10:30 AM   Worship with masks and 

Communion 
10:30 AM   Rebroadcast of 8 AM 

service on ch 18 

Monday  
  2:00 PM   High Street House 
  4:00 PM   Caring Hands Quilters 
  5:00 PM   Altar Guild 
  6:30 PM   Women’s Evening Bible 

Study 
 

Tuesday 
  8:00 AM until Noon  Reserve your 

spot at Sunday’s service 
 

Wednesday 
  8:00 AM  until Noon Reserve your 

spot at Sunday’s service 

Wednesday cont. 
  8:40 AM   Chapel – watch safely 

from home on ch 18 
  7:00 PM  Rebroadcast of Sunday’s 

service on ch 18 
 

Thursday 
  8:00 AM until Noon  Reserve your 

spot at Sunday’s service 
  2:00 PM   Ladies Aid 
 

Friday 
  8:00 AM until Noon  Reserve your 

spot at Sunday’s service 
 

Saturday 
 

Sunday  
  8:00 AM   Worship with masks  
  8:00 AM   Live-stream of our 

service on YouTube 
  9:15 AM   Sunday School 
10:30 AM   Worship with masks  
10:30 AM   Rebroadcast of 8 AM 

service on ch 18 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  We thought we could start up our in-
person Sunday School today, but we need one more week.  So 
let’s plan to come together on Oct 4 at 9:15. 
 

mailto:offcie@stjohnslakecity.com
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LAST SUNDAY OFFERING   Whenever you give a LSO, would 
you please circle the group you want to support with your gift?  
This really helps our bookkeeper direct your offering according to 
your wishes, especially when you send a gift by mail and your gift 
takes a long time to be delivered.  Today’s  LSO will be forwarded 
to Lutheran Institutional Ministry Association (LIMA), which 
reimburses Pastor Kom when he visits our members in Rochester 
Hospitals.  A special envelope is included in the worship folder for 
this offering.  Thank you for your generosity. 
 

CARING HANDS   Please note that Caring Hands Quilters 
meeting time has changed.  The group will meet at 4:00 P.M. on 
the last Monday of each month, instead of 2:00 P.M., since the 
fellowship hall is being used as a classroom during COVID. 
 

ALTAR GUILD will meet on September 28 at 5PM. 
 

Women’s Evening Bible Study (W.E.B.S.)  welcomes you on 
September 28, 6:30 PM at 312 W Lyon Ave.  To fill us with love so 
we can be good to others, we will study God’s Love.  Questions?  
Please contact Jamie Fischer 920-285-1600. 
 

WISE PENNY ANNUAL MEETING will be held on October 4, 
2020, 1:30 PM at St. John’s in Red Wing 421 East Ave.  Learn more 
about the thrift store affiliated with local WELS and ELS churches.  
Wise Penny re-sells donated items from the store in Red Wing.  St. 
John’s receives many dollars annually.  Several St. John’s member 
volunteer at the Wise Penny.  All St. John’s members and students 
thank these volunteers. 
 

HELPING IOWA DERECHO VICTIMS   Thrivent is offering three 
ways to help.  You can make a donation and Thrivent will boost it!  
You can apply to lead a Thrivent action team, please check CDC 
guidelines.  Or direct choice dollars!  For more information call  507-
289-6325 or email  boxtmntwotivers@thrivent.com  
 

mailto:boxtmntwotivers@thrivent.com
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CHOICE DOLLARS.  Recently St. John’s received an extra check 
because St. John’s members with Thrivent products put in a 
request to direct their Choice Dollars to St. John’s.  These requests 
now need to be made once per year.  Every gift helps our church 
carry out its primary purpose of proclaiming Jesus as the Savior of 
all sinners.  Thank you to everyone who gives any gift for this 
ministry.  Thanks to all who take the time and effort every year to 
ask Thrivent to direct Choice Dollars to St. John’s.  May God bless 
you abundantly. 
 

“WHEN I’M READY TO COME BACK TO CHURCH   for in-
person worship, how do I do this?”  Good question!  Step 1: Call or 
email for a reservation.  Why?  Because we want to make sure 
there’s a seat waiting for you.  Our 8:00 service is getting closer 
and closer to being full, especially on Communion Sundays.  651-
345-3523 or office@StJohnsLakeCity.com.  Step 2: Feel well.  It’s a 
good idea to stay home when you don’t feel well.  Step 3: Bring a 
mask.  Our Governor requires everyone to wear a mask when they 
gather inside like we do for worship.  We have plenty of brand 
new masks, paper or cloth, for anyone who needs a mask.  Step 4: 
Enter the building at the far end of the school hallway.  (But if 
walking is hard, enter near the elevator or through the back door 
by the offices.)  This helps everyone flow into the worship area 
while maintaining social distance.  Step 5: Pick up your seating 
assignment at the table.  Your seating assignment is a quarter-
page diagram of the worship area with your place marked.  If you 
imagine yourself onto the diagram, you can walk to your pew.  All 
pews for the 8:00 service are marked with numbers.  All pews for 
the 10:30 service are marked with letters.  There’s always 
someone available to help you find your pew.  If this is your first 
time back to church, you may come in on Saturday to see where 
you will sit and walk to your pew.  We want everyone to feel as 
comfortable as possible with this system.  Step 6: On Communion 
Sundays stop at the top of the steps (at the parents’ room).  Tell 

mailto:office@StJohnsLakeCity.com
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the Elder on duty your seating number or letter, and he will give 
you the elements for Holy Communion to take with you to your 
pew.  As you enter the worship area, you have an opportunity to 
take a tissue to wipe up any spills when you unseal the wine later 
during Holy Communion. 
 

MLC CONCERT   The Martin Luther College Music Division 
will present a "Homecoming Music Showcase" on Sunday, 
October 4, at 2:00 pm.  Featured ensembles include the College 
Choir, Wind Symphony, Chorale, Männerchor, Women's Choir, 
and Hosanna Ringers. The students will present an eclectic 
program of music highlighting their work in the first half of the 
semester. The concert will be live-streamed at http://mlc-
wels.edu/concerts 

 

GARAGE SALE   The Lord blessed our sale.  When all bills 
were paid (such as for tent rental and credit card processing), 
we netted approximately $13,000 from the garage sale, plus 
another $4,000 from the concession stand.  The first thousand 
went toward replenishing the school technology fund.  The rest 
of these dollars are going toward our new playground 
equipment, that is phase two (for the grade schoolers).  Phase 
one (for the preschoolers) has been ordered and should be 
installed by the end of October.  Thanks from St. John’s PTA and 
in particular from our Garage Sale Committee to everyone who 
donated or baked or set up or worked or cleaned up.  We thank 
God for the reminder of how much we can accomplish for Him 
and His people when we work together for His glory. 

 

SERMON   Printed copies are usually available on the table 
where you pick up your seating assignment and worship folder.  
Follow along, take notes, or share one with a friend.  Sermons can 
also be downloaded from our website www.StJohnsLakeCity.com. 

 

http://mlc-wels.edu/concerts
http://mlc-wels.edu/concerts
http://www.stjohnslakecity.com/

